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13 Maccabees, Chap. 2. Verſe 50. 


Now therefore, my Sons, be ye zealous for the Law, and give your Lrves 


for the Covenant of your Fathers, 


Know not, Brethren, a ſentence better adapted to the ſolemnity of this occa- 


ſion, or more conſonant to thoſe circumſtances which conſtitute the preſent 
Criſis, than the words 1 have choten tor my text. 


It is a language at once intereſting, exhortative and commanding. It touches 
the nerves of ſenſibility; it ſpeaks to the heart; by thoſe ties of union which bind 


us together, as brethren, to unite, in the moſt cordial unanimity, to protect the 


law, and to hand down to poſterity the covenant of our anceſtors. 

Every word of my text is, at this moment, particularly emphatical, and points 
out, with a degree of energy and perſpicuity peculiar to the ſacred writings, that 
line of duty which it is incumbent upon us to purſue, but more eſpecially at a 
period like the preſent. 

« Now therefore, my Sons, be ye zealous for the Law, and give your lives for 
te the Covenant of your Fathers.” 

This is the important now, when the covenant of our fathers muſt be ſupported; 


this is the period when we ought to unite, as brethren, to avoid thoſe dangers with 
which we are ſo much threatened. Our laws, our Religion, the covenant of our 


| fathers, now demand our unanimous and vigorous ſupport to fave our altars, our 


rights, our ſocial comforts, from ſuch depredation as menaced that unhappy country 
which is alluded to in the chapter W 8 my text is taken. 


When 


— — ⅛ʃ—H¾— ˙oꝛLHUrj̃I— —— 222 


18 3 


When Juda and Jeruſalem were threatened with deſtruction; when the ravages 
of wide-waſting war were directed by Antiochus againſt theſe wretched cities; 


when the people were varying in their opinions, and perhaps deprived, through 


fear, of thoſe laudable and energetic exertions which, we may well ſuppoſe, the 


defence of rights ſo ſacred ought to have inſpired; in this criſis of his country, 
the good Prieſt Mattathias ſtood forth, and cried without the city with a loud 
voice, ſaying, © whoſoever is zealous for the law, and maintaineth the covenant, 
« let him follow me.” 

For, notwithſtanding the general depravity, © there were yet many in Iſrael who 
cc were fully reſolved in themſelves not to eat any unclean thing, that choſe rather 
* to die than to be dehied with meats, and that they might not profane the holy 
.* covenant.” 

Amongſt this virtuous few was the good Prieſt and his Sons; he felt deeply the 
wrath which was upon Iſrael, and in the ſpirit of genuine patriotiſm, while he 
lamented with a bleeding heart the impending horrors and exiſting profanations, 
he called together his ſons, and exhorted them to ſtand firmly at their poſts. 

If you turn to the fitſt chapter of this book, you will find ſomething ſo pathe- 
tic in the expreſſions of the ſacred hiſtorian, and ſo peculiarly applicable to the 
circumſtances ot the preſent Lincs, that, hal he avt Leen ſpeaking of | Jeruſalem, 
we might well ſuppoſe that he was drawing the portrait of that eutraction which 
now agitates a neighbouring kingdom. 

The touches of his pencil are ſo maſterly, his expreſſions ſo nervous, that I am 
almoſt tempted to introduce them, at large, into this diſcourle ; but your time will 
not admit of it. 

We are told, that the King's officers knowing the authority of Athen 
and conſidering what effect his example would have upon thoſe who had been 
accuſtomed to look up to him with reſpect, endeavoured, by bribery and corrup- 
tion, to induce him to go along with that current of vice which had carried away 
the deluded Iſraelites. 

The King's officers offered, © that he ſhould be numbered amongſt the King's 
« friends, that by _ his children ſhould be honoured with filver and gold and 
« many rewar 

Ho did the * man receive theſe officers? What anſwer did he make to 
theſe offers? He rejected them with a noble diſdain, and replied with a loud voice, 
Neither number nor example ſhould ſway his mind to herd with thoſe whom Vice 


had ſo deeply degraded. 
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And Mattathias anſwered, and ſpake with a loud voice, «Though all the na- 
tions that are under the King's dominion obey him, and fall away from the re- 
« ligion of their fathers, and give conſent to his commandments : yet will I, and 

« my-ſons, and my brethren, walk in the covenant of our fathers. God forbid 
cc that we ſhould forſake the law and the ordinances. We will not hearken to the 
“King's words, to go from our religion, either on the right hand, or on the left.” 

Weak, however, were the efforts of this virtuous few to deſtroy that corruption 
and anarchy which now began to threaten this devoted country: yet the more nu- 
merous the diſciples of vice, the more conſpicuous appears, from the contraſt, 
the character of virtue. Surrounded by many by whoſe example he approved 
not to tranſgreſs, he exclaimed with a loud voice, ſaying, © Whoſoever is zealous 
« for the law, and maintaineth the covenant, let him follow me.” 

Having thus far advanced in explaining the criſis which occaſioned the words of 
the text, I conceive it now my duty to examine the import of the words, and to 
conclude by ſhewing how ſtrongly they are applicable to the preſent times. | 

Mattathias, upon the point of death, having exerted himſelf, as much as poſſi: 
ble, to ſtem that torrent of iniquity which bore down all before it, gathered toge- 
ther his ſons around his death-bed, and lamented the miſerable ſituation of his 
country. | 

« Now, “ ſays the holy man”, hath pride and rebuke gotten ſtrength, and the time 
« of deſtruction, and the wrath of indignation: Now therefore, my ſons, be ye 
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34 « zealous for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of your fathers,” 
1 In my diviſion of this ſubject, I ſhall conſider 
El 1. The Nature of the Law. 


2. What is meant by this Covenant, and 
3. The means by which the one is to be kept alive, and the other ſupported. 
On the firſt head 1 have but barely to ſuggeſt, to my intelligent auditors, the 
neceſſity of eſtabliſhed laws, or certain regulations to curb the violence of oppreſ- 
ſion, to extend the ſhield of defence over proſtrate innocence, to regulate our 
civil intercourſe, to eſtabliſh the boundaries of right, to extend redrels for injuries 
wilfully offered, and to be a light to guide our feet in all caſes of difficulty and 
danger. So naturally depraved is the human. heart, and ſo redundant with evil 
propenſities, that human wiſdom never appears ſo conſpicuouſly excellent as when 
engaged in framing thoſe wiſe regulations which excite to virtue, by the hope of 
reward, or reſtrain from vice, by the fear of puniſhment, So eſſential were laws 
| | conceived 


CY 

conceived for the regulation of our conduct, that the Creator of Man condeſcended 
to become his Legiſlator. Under the Jewiſh theocracy, we find that God deigned 
to make a covenant with their fathers, and to dictate, from the blazing mountain, 
thoſe laws which form the broad baſe of every civil inſtitution ; thoſe laws which 
will bear the moſt penetrating enquiry ; whoſe wiſdom is more conſpicuous the 
more they are examined; and I am convinced that all who hear me will allow that 
the diſtinguiſhing criterion of excellence, in human inſtitutions, is their approxi- 
mation to theſe ſublime regulations. | 

Order is the firſt Law of Heaven. The animal and the vegetable worlds are 
ſubjected to laws from which they never vary; full often is the inſtinct of the brute 
more laudable than the actions of the man of boaſted reaſon. Man is the only 
being who is ſurrounded with the miſts of error, who is blinded by the influence of 
his paſſions. Man, the dignified Image of his Creator, placed but a little lower 
than the Angels, with faculties capable of diſtinguiſhing right from wrong, and 
diſcerning the true path of his duty, yet biaſſed by evil propenſities, and for ever 
ſtepping aſide into the mazes of vice and error, requires coercive meaſures to inti- 
midate and reſtrain him from gratifying his inordinate paſſions, at the expence of 
the peace or poſſeſſions of his neighbour. To ſuch a man, who cannot be governed 
by that ſublime, yet ſimple precept, « do unto others as thou wiſhcſt they ſhould 
« do unto thee; I fay, if man will not be guided by this mild precept, we muſt 
have recour ſe to thoſe coercive meaſures which conſtitute the criminal code in this 
and every other country; we muſt confine him with that ſalutary reſtraint that may 
prevent him from injuring himſelf, or oppreſſing his neighbour. 

Ye, who preſide over the adminiſtration of juſtice, which flows in divided 
ſtreams through this happy land, can well declare the wiſdom of thoſe inſtitutions 
which ye have made the ſtudy of your lives; ye can beſt teſtify the ſalutary conſe- 
quences of thoſe laws which ye ſee here in operation. True, indeed, ye have 
ſometimes the melancholy taſk of directing puniſhments to be inflicted on the 
guilty; but ye have alſo the pleaſing office of protecting innocence from the 
uſurping graſp of oppreſſion, of comforting the widow, and relieving the or- 

phan; ye have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing a nation happy and flouriſhing, while ſur- 


rounding countries are in the wretched ſtate of Juda and Jeruſalem, ſo pathetically 
deſcribed in the firſt chapter of this book. 


Ye, who have examined minutely into the ſtructure, and edulis the arrange- 
ment and harmony of the Engliſh Conſtitution ; ye who have ſeen juſtice brought 


191 


to every man's door; ye will be emphatically zealous in deſence of that law, by 
which ye adminiſter juſtice; ye will not forſake the covenant of your fathers. 

Pillars of that ſuperb edifice which ye contribute, at once, to adorn and defend, 
while the Babel ſyſtems of hot-brained enthuſiaſm ſhall be levelled in the duſt, 
your pyramid ſhall ſtand unſhaken, the monument of human wiſdom, defying 
the ſtorms of faction, and braving the ravages of time. | 

Let every one, therefore, reflect, that for all their civil advantages, for all their 
ſocial and domeſtic comforts, they are indebted to the law, and the covenant of 
their fathers. Deeply, then, muſt thoſe be involved in the miſts of ignorance, 
and blind to their beſt intereſts, to ſwerve from the path of their duty, and make 
any alteration in a ſyſtem from whence they derive ſuch diſtinguiſhed advantages. 

Let us not liſten to thoſe viſionary ſyſtems of whoſe principles we may judge by 

their fatal conſequences. Let us not loſe the ſubſtantial advantages which we ſo 
pre-eminently enjoy, to graſp thoſe fleeting phantoms which will ever elude our 
purſuit. © Now therefore, my ſons, be ye zealous for the law; the law, which 
is now threatened by thoſe who wiſh to eſtabliſh anarchy upon the ruins of order, 
and to introduce robbery, murder, and irreligion amongſt all the nations of the 
world. 
It was to reſiſt that general depravity which untwiſted all the bonds of ſociety, 
that Mattathias, upon his death-bed, exhorted his children; and ſhould we, my 
friends, with eyes of commiſeration, glance at a neighbouring country, we ſhall 
find that her ſtate is preciſely the ſame as the deluded cities of Juda and Jeruſa- 
lem, already mentioned. 

The crown there is broken to pieces; the altars are profaned; the miniſters of 
religion are compelled to ſeck an aſylum in foreign countries; the gauntlet of 
. defiance is thrown to all the ſtates of Europe; the pruning hooks are beat into 
ſpears, and the plow ſhares into ſwords; inſidious doctrines are artfully inculcated 
to poiſon the minds of the credulous and ignorant, and make them diſcontented 
with that ſyſtem which has been handed down through ſucceſſive ages by their 
anceſtors, and has formed the baſis of all the happineſs they enjoy. 

Such was the period to which my text is applicable, ſuch the circumſtances to 
which the words will apply at this moment. Now therefore, be ye zealous for 
the law, and give your lives in defence of the covenant of your fathers.” 

Secondly. 1 proceed to examine what is meant by this covenant. 

We are told, in holy writ, that God, having condeſcended to dwell amongſt the 

| C | Iſraelites, 
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Iſraelites, highly diſtinguiſhed them from ſurrounding nations, amongſt whom 
profaneneſs and idolatry were peculiarly predominant. They were ſet apart from 
the Heathen; God deigned himſelf to become their legiſlator, their refuge, and 
their ſhield. Having furniſhed them with the beſt civil and religious inſtitutions, 
upon the ſtrict obſervance of which their happineſs immediately depended, he 
made a covenant to protect, aſſiſt and defend them, as long as they continued to 
walk in the ways which he had chalked out; to conduct them ſafely and ſurely 
to all that happineſs they were capable of enjoying here, and to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs hereafter. 

We find this beneficent Creator leading them through the deſert by his ſervant 
Moſes, delivering them from their enemies, and never forſaking them. 

The cloud of ſmoak by day, and the pillar of fire by night, proclaimed the 
continual preſence of the God of Iſrael. He reſcued them from the attacks of 
the powerful. He ſhielded them from the oppreſſion of the mighty. The God of 
Nature made all the elements ſubſervient to his purpoſes. We find the ſea pre- 
ſenting a path to conduct his people through the waters, and the waters return- 
ing to overwhelm the proud, the preſumptuous hoſt, which dared to lift the ſword 


againſt theſe favourites of Heaven. We read of a long ſeries of wonderful mira- 


cles wrought in their behalf, and we yniformly find them ſucceſsful or confounded, 
in proportion as they had adhered to, or neglected his ordinances; in proportion 


as they had been zealous in defence of the law, and maintained the covenant of 


their fathers. 

1 believe it will generally be found amongſt all civilized nations, diſtinguiſhed 
for the wiſdom of their laws, that they have been proſperous, or fallen into decay, in 
proportion as they have adhered to the law, and maintained the covenant of their 
anceſtors, I believe the page of hiſtory will ſcarcely furniſh an example to the 
contrary. _ | | 

Having thus explained what is meant by the covenant, I need not enforce how 
neceſſary it is, how it behoves usall zealouſly to maintain, and moſt vigorouſly to 
adhere to thoſe civil and religious Inſtitutions which compoſe our law, and the 
covenant of ou fathers. 


It now remains, brethren, that I ſhould fay a few words upon the mode in which 


this law and this covenant may be beſt maintained; and that is, by practiſing all 

the moral, all the ſocial duties ; by cultivating all the chriſtian virtues; by faith, 

by patience, by 2 by meekneſs, temperance and charity; by putting on the 
whole 
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whole armour of light, and by ſetting a conſpicuous example to others to practiſe 
what they ſee praiſe-worthy in our conduct. 

The chriſtian life is not a mere ſupine, indolent exiſtence, it is a life of active 
energy, and demands a continual ſucceſſion of chriſtian duties. Let us follow 
that illuſtrious example which has been given by that great being, whoſe life was 
a model of inimitable excellence. He gave his life in ſupport of the doctrine 
which he preached; zealous indeed was he to preſerve the law, and he gave his 
life for the covenant of his father. This great example we may deſpair to imitate; 
but it is our duty to approximate, as much as poſſible, towards that ſtate of perfec- 
tion of which he firſt ſet excluſively the example. That great character, although 
highabove all authorities, King of Kings, Lord of Lords; although he might have 
diſpenſed with yielding obedience to the civil magiſtrate, or the Jewiſh high-prieſt, 
yet yielded obedience to the ceremonial law, and inculcated ſubmiſſion to the civil 
magiſtrate. * Render,” ſays he, “ unto Cæſar the things which are Cæſar's, and 
« to God the things which are God's.” He, though he could have prayed to his 
heavenly father, who would have ſent him twelve legions of angels, ſubmitted, 
nevertheleſs, to the civil magiſtrate, yielded to an earthly tribunal, and the judge- 


ment of an ignominious death. 
Thus, brethren, having explained the law and the covenant; having proved 


how much it is our duty to be zealous in defence of the one, and to yield our lives 
in ſupport of the other, I ſhall conclude with a few practical remarks. 

We, my friends, have a law to be zealous for; we have the covenant of our 
fathers to ſupport, and it is our duty to give up our lives for its defence. 

We have a civil and an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment which our fathers purchaſed 
with their blood, and it is our duty to ſhed our blood in its defence, and hand it 
down to our children pure as it was tranſmitted to us. Melancholy, indeed, is the 
example of nations broken looſe from the ſalutary reſtraints of wholſome ordinan- 
ces, and introducing a torrent of anarchy and profaneneſs which threaten ſur- 
rounding nations. It is our duty, my brethren, to ſtem this torrent, or divert its 


courſe. Our church, our ſtate demand our protection; around theſe we ought to 
rally, and to ſay with Mattathias, although other nations ſhall be deluded with 
theſe ſtrange doctrines, yet will we and our relations ſtrictly be zealous for the 

defence of our laws, and give our lives for the covenant of our fathers. 
Wherefore, I beſeech you, brethren, keep your loins always girded, and your lamps 
always burning, be ye ſtedfaſt and always abounding in chriſtian virtues, adding 
| o 
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for which your fathers have given their lives, 
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to godlinefs faith, to faith patience, temperance and charity. Defend your altars, 
and protect your laws; thoſe altars which God himſelf has eſtabliſhed; thoſe laws 
Let not thofe laws be broken; let 
not that covenant: be violated, In the hour of danger, therefore, I truſt, through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we ſhall be able to reſiſt all our enemies; ſupported by 
that awful Being, who looketh upon the earth and it trembleth, who toucheth the 
hills and they ſmoke, he it is that can defeat the imaginations of the proud, he 
can confound the deſigns of the mighty. It is for him to ſecond your laudable 
exertions, and to grant ſucceſs according to your deſerts. May that great Being 
ſtrengthen your hearts, may he make you zealous in defence of your law, and in- 
ſpire you with fortitude to give your lives for the covenant of your fathers. 
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